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o "
Mr. M. R. Masani, ’/\ s
142, Mghatma Gandhi Road, e & {‘)l%>/
Bombay - 1. A [/ alX
™ [ ] } - i
Jear Sir, \}m

I am very thankful for your
letter of 24th instant and for the

good news contsined therein, C s

I have also sent a detalled v
letter to Mr. Piloco Modﬂ a copy of  fy
which is enclosed for your informa- 8pi/
tion,

Once again thanking you for
what you have done on behalf of the
thousands of fine workers of the
Party and with my highest regards,

Yours truly,

; V- e

( V. S. SRIKUMAR )
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_ 29th April 1974.
 Mr.Pilog ﬂﬁg;:;.?., :

2,Lodji Eatate, Cornwallis Road,

New Delhi.3.

-Dear Sir,

Though I sm not a member of the National General Council I saw
the notice issued by the National Headquarters calling for a meeting
of the National General Council on the ‘st Msy and the subsequent
letter informing the membérs about the posiponement of the meeting. I
héve also followed closely the newspaper reporis regarding the deei-.
sion taken at a meeting of the leaders of the T or 8 political pérties
held at New Delhi recently. |

In this connection as a worker of the party from its inception and
as one who, subject to a1l my limiftations, have done what I can for
the party in all reaspects, I deem it my duty to tell ng frankly and
as clearly as I can, not only my personal opinion but the opinion of
a majority of warkers also in Tamilnadu.

I entirely agree that democratic institutions are in mortal dangér
of being overthrown ard that a viaﬁle alternative to the ruling congress
is an gbsolute necessity for saving democracy and the institutions
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necessary for its healthy fuﬂctlonlng; For creatlng an alternative to
tical and economic fields polarlsatlon of the politlcal elements has to
take place. A

In Indian eonﬁiticﬁa a parely two pariy Bystem.ﬁannmt be creaied
in the near future. I feel theré should be room immediataly for a
minimm of three and maximam of four national parties by the merger
of the dozens Of‘;élltlcal groups scattered all over India, on the
basis of clear cut and easily distinguishable principles and programmes.

For reelly democratic institutions to function successfully in any

country and especially in a country‘like India; a national party based

on the Swatantra party's principles and its liberal and pragmatic pro-
gramme is a mist. Gommuﬁiats of varioﬁg hues mey gang up together if
they like and form a single party with the object of establishing a
dictatonisk of the proletariat and for the overthrow of democratic
institutions. The socialists of diffetent_grades professing faith in

democratic methods but believing in the necessity for state monopoly

and control of all resources may become a third national party. ALl ~

commanal and ultra national elements 1f at all they can combine may

become the fourth pational party.

As far as our party is concerned I have seen the resolution of
the National Executive authorising you to take steps to contact leaders
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of other pgxties ete. The decision reported to have been taken at

L]

the meeting of the leaders of the 7 or 8 parties goes beyond the
githority given 4o jou or any other suthorised representative of -
the Swatantra party. The Execuiive as far as I cen see, has not

authorised anybody to deeide and announee in the newspapers the
disaolution of the party which should precede its merger w1th any
other polltlcal croup. | . '
| As you should be kx;own.ng ne:.ther the Hatn.onal Executlve nt;; |
even the Natlonal General Cnuncil has any authorlty to decide on
)the dissalutlon of the Swatantra party or 1ts merger with any othef
polltlcal group.rThLS can be declded only by a Natlonal Gonventlon.
If ycu agree w1th what I have stated 1n the preceding paragraphs,
-as I belive you would, then, the only sensxble,practlcal and wise
course would be for the natlonal 1eadership to try with utmost v1gour
land expedltlon at 1ts ¢ ommand for the merger of apllnter groups. and
othar parties anﬂ who have falth 1n the principles of the Swatantra-
 party to_ merge themselves with us as the Ganatantra Parashad of .
Orissasanﬂythe Indian_ﬂafiogal @emoqrat;c:cpngreés or Tamilnadu did
_.'years backs Even if you have r_eafs_o‘n to believe that such mETgers |
witl;‘ our party yve‘re not possible serioﬁs 'a.ttempts' should havé been
made_tb‘achieVeE%he objédt;- ‘
“If ‘the Tirst stepx  suggested by me is out of the question
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as far as we are concerned it wo{zld be necessary for the leaderahip-
~to sell effectlvely our party's principles and prOgramme ‘l;o the 1ea-
ders of the 7 or 8 groups who me't at Delni recent]y

; Bven grantlng tha't this was tried and did not succeed the next

step shbuld have been for the leaders to sit together and agree on
1he é, set of principles in the first 'instance and on a common
pragmati¢ progresmme which should combine most of the ‘princliples of
the Swatantra party and many elements of its programme.,. Only after
such an agrée‘ngent hzd been reached the Jjoint decision to merge should
ba announce:li._ Byt unfpr’cunately/ perhe;ps from the publicity point of
' Vview leaders have made the announcement prematurely and caused a loi
of damage to the Swaﬁantra party and also perhaps jeopardised the
_very merger oﬂ. which' the 1eadlexfs have evidently set their hearts
go mich.

0f the'7 paﬁies none excepting the Swatantra is National
either organisationally or from the point of view of its prir'zcipl'es'}
and programme. The B.K.D. is influential only in U.P.ard Pragsti
~in Orissa. These two can be considered as state parties only; the

rest are all confined to smsll areas in their own states and hence

not of much consequence. ” .
Gran'ting that you are able to carry the pai-ty with mxrky you
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1nto ths merger 1 am sure that you will agree w1th me that even
the contemplated new party will not be a viable alternatlve to the

Ruling Congress gince practlcally excepting in the states of U.P.,

Orlssa and Bihar, there will be no more acoretion to the gtrength
the Swatantra party is having‘in other states.

The contemplated new party can become viable alternative and
even an immediate danger to the monopoly of the power of the Ruling
:dongrésa ohiy if the Congress (0) and Jan‘Sangh.caﬁ be persuaded
%o join the new party. At present ’-t_his“seemé 0 bé out of the
question. Hence X may I auggest that the only result ‘of the hasty
.announceﬁent'made from Delhi will be thét:thg National Swgtantrar
Pertysﬁili cease.to exist if you are able to convince the workers
' at-a,Hétionalfconvention about the utility of the'eonteﬁpiated
step and this would be a great loss to the country because the
ouly party which has been preaching sensible econoﬁic prdg;amme
an& insisting on rectitudé and hﬁhesty in publie life wili cease
to exist ahd we will be 'beti-ayiﬁg' the confidence of the late
" lamenied leader,Rajaji? To make matters worse you will be consi-
 dered the ingtrument for the dissolution of tie Swaféntfa‘barty7
' within 18 months of Rajaji's departure from this planets
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Granting that you are fully convinced that the dissolu-
~ tion is necessary to meke the other 7 parties agrae tu‘the for-
,...métion bf a new pdlitical'party still.I maintaiﬁ that the announce;.
ment should not have been mede so prematurely as the Swatantra
party slone is ha&ipg #nits infaé mény as 16 states in the Indian

'Union. The National Headquarters should have prepared the workers -

‘for this-shocking news by discussing alternatives with them from
the constituency level upwards'so that they may.after careful consi-
~ deration feel that national leadership has not imposed a "fait

accompli' on them and that the decision has been taken afier obser-
| ving all the p:qgasags_of a deﬁpcratic institution.

Even now 1 think it is not late for you and the national lea-~
defa to mest the leaders of the:other parties and Xy %o evolve é
set of principles‘in which most.of the prinbiples‘of the Swafan—l
tfa.pérty will fird a place and fprmulate-a pragmetic programie
ﬁhich‘cau be im?lemgnted within a specified time and which will
attract the aﬁﬁeption of‘thezpeopleiof‘this country.

lI would giso request you to‘conéiéég tﬁe qqality of leadership
. ;f the othgr.pa:tieslor,érqup§ wiﬁh.whibh the merger is conmtemplated.
Ne&ther Mr}Bijou Patnaik nor‘mr.chs;aﬁ Singh norleven Raj Warain can
bring an&‘rgputation far honeaty,integrity or sane and bélahced
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thinking. Their record is.something'ﬁf'which aqy‘honeét Indian will

| not be proud:bf. ‘By joining this type of leaders the Swatantra party
will be losing ite wéll deserved reﬁutation for clear thiﬁking‘and

the honesty and integrity of its leadership amd its rank and file. Some
of the leaders of the Congress(0) iike ¥r.Morarajl Desai and Mr.H;ﬁten-
‘dra Desat, Hr.?irendra Patél have %u¢h better reputation even if we
leave out Mr.Kaﬁaraj from our caleulation. It would have‘been much
better if our leadership had sgreed for & federal t&pe of set up
:incluﬁingrﬁongfess(ﬂ)-even if Jan Sangh was not prepared to come

into this arrangemenf.'This federal set up would have given time

and opportunity to all the party organisations and leaders tﬁ know
.each other amd gain the confidence of each other by working qlosely'

t

. to achieve-the common objectis of tha 6ontemp1ated federal organisa-
-'tioni.

I am very mich afreid that if the national leadership does hot
atteﬁpt totsell the ideﬁ of merger on the basis of a specific'set.of
principles and programme, the majority of the Swabtanira workers will
disown the leadership and go their own way. The non-political orga-

~ nigsation set up byT&ayaprakash Narain is atfracting the attention of
the‘studehta- If the merger of the Swatanfra party a8 contemplated
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at present is pushed through most of the finer elements of
the Swatanira party is likbly to join/Jayaprakash Naraln%s ‘move-
nent. I will not be surprised if some of the members of the
small legislature party éf Tamilnadu desert the néw_party
:eontémplated by the_Delhi conference;
I hoﬁe.yﬁu will give due consideration to ﬁhat Xxm is
stated above and send me your considered reply.
Thanking you and w1th highest regards,
| Yours truly,

gl

(v.S.Srikmer).

c.ct Mr. Msdhu Mehta, Nationsgl Hd.Qrs.,All Indig Swatantra Pa:y
v e.ctd Mr.M.R.Masani, 148,Mahatma Gandhi Roed,Bombsays

c.cs Mr.G.K.Supdaram, "Russakondalu",Circuithouse Rd.,Coimbatore.
[+ Oel DJ’.‘ oi‘ﬂrsaﬂt mham’ 66 ,Egmom High Rd . ,Madras -8 a



