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EDITORIAL

PIE IN THE
India's economic planning fashioned after

hoviet model right up from the Second Fiv
Year-Plan which had Socialist Pattern of So-
ciety as its final goal, has more than once,
proved its inability to deliver the goods to the
»ominon. man, Apart from spectacular. showman-

“ship in the development of nuclear science ant
technology enabling the Soviet to reach theMoon and develop ” military and naval strength,
in which fields also democratic countries |
the United States have shown much better
results, the common man in Russia has gained
so far very little in improving his actual stan-
dard of living except for the unholy glee
satisfaction he may derive from the fac

formly to his own miserable level. Russia which
was known to be a granary of food-grains before
the Socialist revolution has been . conipelled
under a Socialist dispense to go abegging
for food grains, of capitalis yuntries like’ the
United States. China has even fared worse and

a1

under compulsions of ugly economic realities
has had to befriend US. her- ‘bitterest enemy

seek the ter’s economic aid. But our
Mascc patriots -in- the - gove ental

to da ar y thine -whth the
ion’s economic planning ém too have learnt

nd unlearned nothing from the results-of
ad Chinese planni s "

obsessed! with maintaining
Socia iand than } iand re enting th mE
of the bitter experience of the |
of such Social Planning.
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efs of Soviet have been brought down wni-

SKY AGAIN
The saddest aspect of the economic thinking

on the part of our political leadership which is
in the saddle of power at the present moment,
i at in its thirst of power, it is in.ne mood to

a second thought to the revision of India’s
economic planning even after its manifest deba-

and failure. The Prime ~Minister unfortu-
y appears to be catght in her -own trap

which she had laid.for. elderly and realistic
congress leaders like Morarji Desai and others
who were thinking of doing sc. To her the late
Mr. Nehru’s name anel-prestige is more impor-
tant-than the country’s welfare. The planning as
such had been wi isely given a holiday after the
economic disaster that resulted © from Nehru’s
planning Methods of erowthmanship rather
than real growth and progress. The. results of
giving a holiday to Five-Year-Planning were

economy hac heenquite happy. The. dational

igh planning as suth had been stepperl,
economic problems and» questions came to be
faced. and dled as :they: arose from day to

[ That is hea economy and industry hav
ma in all cdemoc rati¢ countries of the West,

these countries. have not been. lacking in
to adopt some aspects of ywelfarisrt that

are inherent in Socialist planning. But this sort
of welfarism has been assimilated. and in

ated in the: individdakeée ;
India had been s

by the

- on the strong foundations of the pros-
ieultural industry which ahsor!



productive labour, But Nehru-
alists were out for showmanship and
en bombastic Wive-Year-Plans which

ve brought the country to the present miser-
able condition of famine, pestilence and desti-
tution. And unfortunately we have at the head

affairs Nehru’s daughter and others who
have made Nehruvian economic cHehes their
articles of dogmatic faith.

AN UNKIND CUT
Mr. Dhar's reference

pericd’ in the history our economic
ment which obviously related to the
immediately following Nehru’s death,
speech at the recent meeting of the tional
Development Councel called to consider the
Approach Paper on the fifth Five-Year- Plan,

not only unfortunate from this point of view
cut it is also an unkind cut at ail those elderly
statesmen who were disposed to look at eco-
nomic problems from a pragmatic angle. Power-
mad politicians might be no respectors of such
persons even when the latter be their once co-
workers and colleagues, But they are supposed
to have at least their own political interests to
guard and promote. Mr. Dhar the pro-Soviet
economic planning Minister and Mrs. Indira
Gandhi, the Prime Minister should have thought
twice before throwing stones at these elderly
Congressmen when they themselves are now
living in glass houses. Realities, be they ever so

ly, have a peculiar way of asserting theraselves
in, the etetie ie process, of those who might

Nala

to an infortunate
af

od
in his

or
e

er herself
ating State

i ng the ecé,
a by her warning S x
teo much on the Central aid instead of
their own resources for the purpose
miatists in the Congress fold who h

3 a holiday for three years, to
ud now retort to the Prim

1 the stement had. taken tO ‘pring - diseip
s of the States in t

had succeeded in d
fair her Government »v in allo-
the different States and on what

vas based, if not en actual perfor-
moplery xentation of the economic

prog The Central Government could
afford to indulge in Socialist airy nothings but

te Ministers who are the men on the s
a better the practicabilit

in actual practice sing
uta ral resources in a Socialist way in a

iety is not to say the least, a joke
a democratic

roting strengthsas

shefar
just and Pe

state are not small in numbers

3

and influence in the country side. Parliamentary
elections are fought on a different level from
that of the State elections. Economically speak-
ing, central Government revenues are derived
from. resource hich have little to do with rural
India while 2 States have the difficult task of
collec from the local resources,
Forcible mobilisation of economic re-sources would being down atonce production in
the rural sector of our economy, as has been
proved many times before. Only Stalin’s methods
of procurement of food grains and starving
millions to death would succeed. And our Prime
finister, if not her pro-Soviet colleagues, is never

tired of uring the people that India will
ever remain a Democracy and will never have
a lotalitarian State. It was therefore an un-
kind cut aimed at her former colleagues when
she and Dhar mentioned ‘an unfortunate
period’ which in fact, saved Indian economy
from a total ruin.

In fact even now planning is having a holi-
day which the country’s economy very much
needs. The Approach to the Fifth Plan, as
expected, has received the approval of the N.D.C.
which, significantly enough, has refused ta lay
down any guide-lines for the actual targets to
be reached during the planning period and to
formulate the policy-frame without which no
five year plan would be complete. It appears
that this most important but complicated task
is left to he done by technical experts whase diffi-
culties in discharging this task will surely arise

Hnenes ss of political leadership io
y final pol frame, lest they

ight be exposed to public indignation. if they
i it is more

content them-
of issuing

parameters of the
to be a
Crores 4 an

s af the rate of 7 per
ce of payment gap

ed to be filed up

plan
chieved

cent

t é cond dit ns of the30 per cent of the ve population at the lowest level,
will be improved so as to reach the mmimum
consumption norm of Rs. 20 per had per month
in 1961-62 prices or Rs. 37 in 1971-172 prices.

But even though this approach to Fifth Plan
with the above parameters hag been approved,
no serious effort has been made as yet to formu.
late a definite volicy-frame that would commit
the Governnr to mobilise the required re
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sources mentioned in the Approach. The
Government know fully well that the assump-
tions and projections made by the Planning
Commission regarding the availability of resour-
ces have lost touch with economic realities. It
is significant that the Government Circles main-
tain a stony silence on the stagnation of per-
capita income in 1971-72 at 2 per cent increase
and there is the probability of the percapita
income being further reduced to one per cent
increase only. One fails to understand how this
freeze in our economic growth coupled with i
flation over the last two vears will af
avenues for employment and reduce inequalit
of incomes and eradicate poverty as promised.
Except for cotton industry, erowth sectors in
industry like steel, heavy gineering, fertilisers
have shown jeast signs of improvement. Added
to all this, is the crisis in power-supply and the
debacle on the agricultural front due to faihire
of monsoons, which nulliles the assumption of
self-reliance on which the Approach Document
of the Planning Commission is based.

it will therefore not be too much to say
that the Approach Document has been a pproved
by the N.D.T. under heavy pressure from the
politicians, only as a matter of ritu tic routine.
Such make-believes will not carry conviction to
the people unless the Government planners are
in a position to do something for the poverty-
stricken people here and now, instead of point-
ing out to them the pie in the sky. The Govern-
ment have failed in their duty to draw up a
practical economic plan which will combine
immediate relief with the objectives to be
achieved in the distant future and present to
the people a realistic picture of the gap between
resources actually available and those required
for the implementation of the plan and the dis-
eipline and lebour and even hardships the people
will be called up on to undergo for its fulfilment.
Otherwise, all tall talk of planning to eradicate
poverty would remain a futile academic exercise
and all labours undertaken by Yojana Bhavan
would be rendered futile and harmful to the
peaceful and stable life of the people.

a Bo

PATIENCE WILL BEAR FRUIT

Tt undoubtedly requ
on the part of an individ
with
arti

at moral courage
uu » have patience

another person who like a quick-change
g on changings ypini i
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r of ite is
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have always kept themselves cool in face of the
greatest insults hurled against them and Indians
as such, by Mr. Bhutto and others through the
press and platform and at the meetings of the
U.N. when India was driven to the necessity of
waging a war imposed on her by Pakistan, she
has acquitted herself creditably without making
any exhibition of any undue exhilaration and
self-glory. She has ever treated this defeated
enemy in war with utmost respect, courtesy and
consideration.

Bul it is sad to think that Pakistani leaders
have not reciprocated adequately this kindly
feeling of India towards her. To avoid a bloody
war the late Mr. Nehru voluntarily took the
question of Kashmir to the U. N. about
twenty years ago and even suggested a
plebiscite, provided Pakistan withdrew from
the occupied Kashmir Valley. India yern-
ment thereafter attempted to stabilise the
International border in Kashmir, as the second
best solution in its quest for peace. Both these

xts failed. On the other hand, Pakistan
f sea twice on India-held Kashmir and each

tine she was thrown back from Indian Kashmir,
after a bloody war, The latest in this series was
the war of December 1971 when suddenly, mere-
ly for sheltering Bangla-patriots fighting against
Pakistan as refugees, and sympathising with the
Bangla struggle for freedom, Pakistan inflicted
on this country a crued war which India won and
Pakistan lost. In her hour of victory, India
offered to stop war provided each side agreed to
retain its Hne of actual control. Pakistan agreed
and the war came fo an end. Bangla also gained
her freedom in this struggle.

There were two parties in the war, India and
fanela on one side and Pakistan on the other.

As such, all outstanding issues between the
parties such as releasing and repatriating the
prisoners of war, recognition of Bangla by
Pakistan. restoring normal trade and communi-

ion channels and also political relations should
have been settled between the Altes Le. India
and Pangla on the one part and Pakistan on
the other. But the Pakistan President Myr.
Bhutto has refused to have any thing to do
Bangla Desh, may be, for internal reasons of
peltical vivalry and public sentiment. He has
been badly wanting to carry on talks with India
alone. India has conceded! her demand for bilate-
rai talks on the condition that they are conf
to questions touching only India and P:
The Simla Agreement } en Mr. Bh
Mrs. Indira Gandhi was conceived in t
and it was understood ¢ nela mist
sidered a necessary party

pre-condition is eminenily reasonable
as 2 trisoners were all captured in Bang
Desh, when the P. ta ad. surrend-

s. Bot Mr.ered to both Indie <
on this issue.Bhutio blows both hot anc

a ar

cold



On humanitarian grounds he wants India to
release Pakistani prisoners without raising the
question of Bangla Desh and its recognition. He
even refuses to concede the demand of Bangla
Government for a trial in a court of law of afew
prisoners who had mainly perpetrated untold
crimes against Bangla men, women and children
and their property.

The Prime Minister of India who never lost
her head even in the first flush of victory in war,
at last agreed to hold talks with Mr. Bhutto at

mia. «An agreement was signed on restoration
of occupied territories in the West leaving
issues like prisoner of War captured in Bangla
to be settled at another such Summit meeting.
it was understood that Mr. Bhutto would get his
government to recognise Bangla as a free coun-
try. But this question has not been taken up
seriously by Mr. Bhutto.

But he is very serious about getting the
Pakistani prisoners released and wishes to pres-
surise India Government to do so, by carrying
on a powerful propaganda against her in Arab
and other foreign countries by misinterpreting
the terms of the Simla Agreement.

Recently Swaran Singh our Minister for
Foreign Affairs, and Mr. Dhar gave a direct lie
to this vicious propaganda that India is linking
up this question of release of prisoners with
recognition of Bangla Desh by Pakistan. Mr.

not a pre-condition to the release of pri
All that is required is the consent of
Desh to the release. It means that
must agree to the trial of certain prisoners in
an open court in Bangla Desh. Then only Bangla
could be persuaded to give her consent to the
release of the war prisoners other than these
few war criminals.

Mr. Bhutto can easily have talks with Bangla
Government on this issue of trial of
Tt obvious that Bangla would not to go
a-begging for her recognition by Pakistan, since
the former does not lay perhaps much e by
such recognition. She would be content if major
nations of the worlkl recegnised it. I
her own part, could also exert her influenc
bringing about a s :Jement on thi of
prisoners on the condition that certain
minals could be tried by Bangla Desh Gc
rent before a proper tribunal.

Despite the clear statements of Mr. Dhar
that India is willing to make certain arrange-

ts to convince Mr. Bhutto that India has no
designs on Pakistan and that of Swaran

that this question is not linked up into
senition of Bangla PD. lf Mr. Bhutto should

still persist in his v s campaign against
India, if would mean only one thng and that
is, for the present till his position as the Presi-

dent is made secure against his political oppo-
nents, in Pakistan itself, Mr. Bhutto does not
wish a full agreement of peace to be concluded
between India, Pakistan and Bangla Desh.

India is prepared to wait, watch and see
patiently, always hoping for better sense to
dawn on the rulers of Pakistan in the matter
of bringing peace to this subcontinent.

RESTORED BALANCE IN INDIAN POLITICS

(A. rebel to the last).

By K. Kumara

Whatever his contributions as a freedom
fighter, and as a political administrator, the
foremost thought in our minds on the death of
Rajaji, would be that he “restored balance in
Indian politics”, when after the death of Gandhi,
and under Nehru’s leadership, it was leaning
left and left, with its right side almost paralysed.
This was a task that demanded extreme moral
courage, for it meant swimming against the tide,
and condermning much of popular belief. Yet,
not fearing criticism he ran for it, despite his
age.

His politics showed that he was “a rebel te
the last’; if he rebelled against colonialism in
his youth; in his age it was against redicalism,
that with its cheap catechisms and simplified
solutions, was out to monopolise all power,
misleading the people.

The wonder is that despite his so-called
‘reactionary’ stand on many issues Rajaji
commanded respect, in every political quarter,
even among his staunch opponents, because of
his sincerity of purpose and purity of motive.
The debt that the entreprencurial class owes to
him is incalcul » and one wonders how they
would be re-paying it in creating a befitting
memorial to him. For, at a time, when owing to
the | of the ruling party, the inve-
sting classes re being virtually persecuted,
for their one sin-affluence Rajaji came to their
succour with the # that not selfishness, as
is usually thought of, s the motivating force
of their life; but a certain singular economic
philosophy, which ultimately worked for the
rood of the country. It is an indication of the
fertility of mind that he could chalk out an
entirely new and distinctive way of thinking
on political and economic matters, for the Swa-
tantra party which he founded,

The fact that Rajaii had
rightist in the t phase of his life, courageously
criticising so 1, even when it had come to
the regarded as a sacrilege to disparage it, can-

turned a strong

(Contd. on Page No. 7)
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Chemistry In The Conquest Of Disease
by

A. Ranganathan

From the dawn of
was concerned with attempts to

et of alchemy
ver the Philo-

sopher’s Stone, which could tr. the base
metals like lead, tin, copper, iron cary into
silver and gold. The ancient indir authors of ihe
Rasaratnakara and the Rasarnava knew the use of
various preparations of mercury, iron, copper and
other metals in the cure of various diseases and had
anticipated by centuries similar observations of
Paracelsus, the European chemist.

But the new era of modern Chemistry began
when the alchemist applied his mind to the search
of the Elixir Vitae : it marked the end of the alchemi-
cal period and the beginning of the new iatrochemical
period. From the days of the iatrochemists onwards,
the apothecary and the physician have sought the
application of chemical products in the treatment of
disease.

sus wrote that the aim of iatrochemistry
in the service of doctors} was ‘to consider

virtue and powe He in medicine.”
much of what Paracelsus taught at Basel

was spurious, he was one of the earliest Europeans
to use chemical substances for the treatment of
disease-—opium, mercury, sulphur, lead, iron, arsenic
and copper sulphate.

, Liebi

Ee

Centuries later said that “without a pro-
found knowledge of chemistry, p ey and medi-
cine will obtain no light to gu m in the solu-
Hon of their important problems-—those of the laws
of life, the vital processes and the removal of abnor-
mal states of the organism.”

Modern chemotherapy, the ication of chemis-
try in the treatment of . be said to begin
with the celebrated bacteriologist Paul
Ehriich, whe discovered s: asan, popularly known
as “the magic bullet”. af achievement lies in
his having es no oprinciple of cheme-
therapy "y h would kill
the ger a patien without harming the
body. tissues. This dis ed in the age of
sulpha drugs and penici

rlich observed i 8 ethylene blueintroduced into the body of appeared only
in the T ation revealed a

to kil certain

which

1935 saw another grea
of chemoth when Gerhar
that the red dye prontosi
ment of streptococcal in nS
French chemist Fourneau sugges

Fapy

foeti
fects in mice,

ed that
Ta fact
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was broken down chemically into the simpler sub-stance sulphanilamide, which é prepared by
Gelmo as early as 1908. Sulphanilamide was the
precursor of our three thousand sulpha drugs, which
have been proved of Sreat value in the treatment of
pneumonia, mening ary dysentery and the
streptocecc}

In a celebrated paper on penicillin published in
British Journal oi Experimental Pathology in
A der Fleming gave a memorable account

cidental discovery. Very soon Professors
ey and others at Oxford were able to

ck of penicillin, which was tried on a
at a local hospital. If only a little

more of the drug had been available, the patientmight have survived. It was a fundamental discovery,a major triumph of chemotherapy.
As always happens with such discoveries, it was

no longer the problem of the scientist; it became the
problem of the technologist to manufacture large
guantities of the drug. Newer and newer methodsof manufacturing penicillin were invented in America.

the
1929,
of his x
Chain,
obtain

4

some diseases conquered by penicillin are scarlet
fever, tonsilitis septic sore throat, tooth abscesses
and middle ear infections. But certain diseases like

i a and syphillis e not been successfullycured with penicillin. Penicillin and other anti-biotics,
; aureomycin, Chicromycetin and terra-

Bi
a

in the'mprovements
have cont

diabetes,

shekK place in 1938 when
sors Dodds and Robinson produced a synthetic

known as diethylstilboestrol. This was
the preparation of hexoestrol and dino

ing some of the diseases of the

kable advance tc

folios
trol,

wed

used iT

respiratory system and also in controlling carcinoma,
3 srowte of the prosta fe gland of males.

he property
ie) awe
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the disease. Actually a
s ce once the drug is withdrawn. But

of this Hmitation, it has been particularly
ul in affording relief to those who suffer from

urmatoid arthrius,

damage caused by

Cancer still remains one of the fatal diseases of
mankind, but some attempts have been made to con-
trol it with the aid of chemical substances. Experi-
‘mental work has own that nitrogen mustards s have
considerably arrested the growth in
animals. But in most ¢ damage
throughout the body and not merely confines
cancerous wes. More encouraging
obtained in cases of leukaemia and Hodgkin’s disease.

Radio-active iodine is used in the treatment of
various diseases of the thyroid gland, though
should be taken to prevent even a small portion of
the dose being absorbed into the blood-stream, since
it may cause unnecessary irradiation which is harm-
ful to the body.

Today the nuclear scientist has become an ally
cf the doctor. Most pharmaceuticals are hardly
affected by radiation sterilization, which is perhaps
the best method available to the manufacturer for
the sterilization of various drugs used in medicine.

Care

One of the greatest problems of the atomic age
to secure adequate protection against the hazards

of radiation. As early as 1949 Dr Harvey Platt and
Professor Zenon Bacq discovered that the effects of
radiation can be considerably reduced by injecting
chemicals before the body is exposed to rays. The
Biological effects of radiation, such as loss of hair,
dia anaemia, have been designated as

i wh

In the beginning the chemical substances cysteine
derivatives of

€ > have been dise C
am and Dr Boll nder | in the u. 5.

anal injurie
ied out,

facure “generations.
seases are ¢

ed to ¢
them.

hloraethane), ised. to dest
5 is, the qultoes

fever, the house f
s which

carry
carry bubonic

Tf over-population is looked upon as a disease,
the aid of chemistry can be sought in preventing the
activiti s of the sperms in the ‘body! The problem
is to provide cheap tablets which would kill sperms
without causing any injury to the hody. A great
responsibility lies upon the chemist in this matter.

antibloties
towards

: tering Cure of
rich, could Kill ail bateria in one therapeutic

annot say that it is yet in sight.

discovery of the sulpha dr
and cortis
Ehrlich’
Cu

of a bright future in the
s infections like the com-
en the Asian brand) have

rts bullets. Poliomyelitis a
E 5 ection. ras been the subject of in-

tensive researt! " the past fev ars, and soon a
ay then the heroic “attempts will be

with
Problems like bactericid

tion sickness have still
vigour for a final s Tre chemist has in no
small measure contributed towards the therapeutic
armamentarium of ihe doctor, and in years to come
greater conquests will be possible.

al resistance and radia-
pursued with greater

(Contd. from Page 5)

not however be regarded as an “accident”. One
feels, that he was actually working out io its
logical conclusion, the economic faith of his
generation of politicians, who while they prized
freedom and fought for it did not really approve
any upset changes in economic values. His death
therefore marks the end of an era in Indian
politics.

The Indian right wing had now lost its Field
Marshal, who valiently fought on its behalf, till
the bitter end, looking for no reward, not even
power, never compromising on principles, suffer-
ing even unpopularity, and vile criticism in the
process,

' To some, this may appear rather an un-
necessary burden fora retired politician; but

ity alone can judge, how much the coun-
ry benefited by his endeavours, which arrested

dangerous { sities towards leftist extre~
mism, which might have plunged the country
in a bloody revolution. He declared himself the
sworn enemy of Karl Marx, and though he did
not write a treatise that could serve as a rejoin--
der to the latter’s *Capital”, in his weekly
journalistic outpowri e never ta
chance to take a shot at him. It may also be

i, that in outliving Nehru, he had won for
himself and his faith a tactical + victory over his
ideas. Though Nehru never took his propaga-
tions seriously bbing them as but the “mis-

a « ness of age’, it
Hiscouraged,is 5 significant ‘that Rasa

but pursued them
One regrets that death-pangs should

have been so prolonged: and his end not an
easy one. Yet, it is probably as it should be, for
it illustrated his characteris
fight to the last

ardour.

the middle.
x ich he stuck to his views,

nite of the poor showing at the 2 Polls of the
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Desh is the creation of India and if there is “tremend-
ous goodwill for India among the people of Pakistan”
why should he need any time to deal with his own
people before be can formally recognise Bangla Desh?
‘The treatment of Bengalis in Pakistan —~ all fellow
Muslims--is proof positive of the hatred and Hiwill
they bear towards Bangla Desh as well as India, its
creator. Their original hatred of India apart, Pakis-
tanis can never forget the mortal blow India deliver-

Pakistan in 1971. In their hearts naturally there
desire for revenge tempered by the realisation of

the folly of the enterprize that thoughts of revenge

Mr. Bhutto says they “have to recognise Bangla
Desh since it is part of our flesh and blood”. Why
then are they iltreating their “flesh < ad?h and blood
Through sheer cussedness or insanity? The desire
to lord it over others is a dishonest desire, irrespec-
tive of who these others are-—Indians or Bengalis or
Pathans or Baluchis or Sindhis. It obviously still
there in the hearts of Pakistanis, particuarly the sec-
tion led by Bhutto and his able lieutenant, Abdul
Qayum Khan. H Bhutto has nothing to hide, why
does he not accept the demand of the opposition
leaders for an open trial of Yahya Khan? Mr. Bhutto
assured him that he was quite prepared to let the

angalis leave Pakistan without hurting them, Why
then does he not do so? They are not prisoners of
war.

Mr. Mody declared that nowhere (in Pakistan)
had he found any hostility towards India: “the at-
mosphere there is unbelievable”. Indians would pre-
fer to believe their Field Marshal who declared only
the other day that there was danger from Pakistan.
If that is not so, whom is Pakistan arming itself

inst? China or Russia or even Afghanistan? The
st question that confronted him was “when are

eiting together?” They must have been speaking
with their tongues in their cheeks.

If the question was repeated several times—as
seems to have been the case-it had obviously been
put into the mouths of the questioners by the autho-
rities. When the Sikhs were agitating for their home-
Jand under ithe leadership of Master Tara Singh,
plenty of Sikhs were allowed to visit Pakistan to pay
homage to their shrines there. And they re met
by “old friends” whom they did not recognise met
who burst neverthless info tears of joy at seemg
them and embraced them heartily as old friends do
when they meet after ages. The action was repeated
so many times that the visitors to Pakistan could
not but conclude that it was a put-up affair.

Mr. Mody contradicts himself again when he
: that Mr. Bhatto is in “complete control of the
situation”. Why then does he need time to deal
with his own people before he can recognise Bangla
Desh? With “tremendous goodwill towards India”
and “complete control of the situation” he has diffi-
culty in recognising Bangla Desh which is part of
their “flesh and blood”! We Indians are also part
af the same flesh and blood. But are the Pakistanis
prepared to acknowledge that? ‘They only realise

to shout at t
which has been 1
of a century.

As Mr. Mody says, Mr. Bhutto has a style of
wh and a manner of saying things, but that

style and that manner need not be so self-contradic-
tory. He realiy has no need to contradict himself
t or thrice a day. Mr. Mody perhaps knows what
a court thinks of a ness who contradicts himself
over and over i 7 is his style and that is
his manner, al at is that he is a
habitual liar and there is no sense in saying that the

n Bhutto is lord and Master in
ous for arriving at a settlement

Pakistan, Te is obvious that Mr, Bhutto’s
itality, extended fo an old friend, now leader

of 2 pro-Pak party has been of the lavish
variety, but that should not cloud his wit anc judg-
ment which this writer has had occasion to applaud
several times in these columns.

INDIA AND THE CIA.

During the Nehru regime, those in govern-
ment used to summarily deny any CIA activities
in India. So, we in India did not seriously view
what it did in other countries, however serious
the preas reports be. But now, right from the
PM downwards, those in government allege
such subv z activities by a foreign power
within this country. It would be a matter of
shame, if free India is not able to effectively
tackle subversion from abroad in such @®
manner. But we Indians do not know whether
to believe in it, or trace it to Mrs. Gandhi's:
own fears of American intervention in some
form or other, because of her anti-Nixon stance
and communistic policies. Any way, those in
government ought to come out with “specific
allegations’, rather than "vague accusations”,
which could only be denied by the United Sta-
tes, and only further impair relations betweem
that country and ours.

The government for one thing, ought to
realise that the CIA by itself can do little, umless
there is an efficient and able “rightist fifth co-
tumn” in the country, to make use of its money
and services, and join hands with it, just as the
“leftist fifth column” works in league with
Soviet and Chinese intelligence agencies. Need-
Jess to say, such fifth columns are a serious
matter, that can imperil our freedom, and which,
the people cannot tolerate, and government’s
ineffectiveness in rooting them out will not be
condoned,

—K.S.
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WHERE ACCUSED IS THE JUDGE
(From Our Correspondent)

The premature retirement of the
Private Secretar
PL, ON.
surprise among
capl ital,

Principal
ster, Mr.

Haksar, has caused quite a good deal of
knowledgeable circles in the

If he was to retire
whe3 aske ed,

; tary: ‘ip topaincipal private secretaryship ? That he was
exceeding his brief admits of no doubt. It was
assured that he was doing so with the tacit per-
mission of the Prime Minister, if not indeed at
her instance. Whereas private secretaries should
be reticent, and Keep their own counsel, he had
been holding forth on the need of changing the
administrative system itself. Here was a Daniel
come to judgment before whom the founding
fathers of the Indian constitution pale into
insignificance.

It is however, regarded within the bounds
of possibility that Mr. Haksar offered himself
a@S a sacrifice to the Prime Mimister, to enable
her to see how far she could go in her pro-
Soviet stance without provoking a rebellion in
the anti-Communist section of the Congress
Party. In any case, there is no doubt that with
his departure the pro-Communist section in the
Government would
with the
still

what leaderless,
Tr, D. P. Dhar,

in and ‘unsure of his sur-
amidst the ious talk of com-

te i some
Plannin

getting his eye

the Presid. cath when he
assumes office. His retirement at a time when
he was get more and more power

ore caused not a Uttle
i and there are the

with the w
is too clever even
is supposed to be, to

lhehands

to defend demo-
ent by any r

two. countries
s relations with

countries, but there
ittie different fre

some of the East Euroy
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can bi no de enying the dangerou is situation that
i “y so far as her ind

; concerned, wi 2 the Planning Minis-
urging the introduction of Soviet-~

ain the country. The greater thenéed “therefore of of ing throughout the
country the death anniversary of Jan Palach
and the reason for his self-immolation.

Otherwise, indeed, he would have died in
vain to preserve a system which we do not
deserve. Russia and China cannot possibly be
allowed to stand comparison with the United
States and the United Kingdom, the latter of
whom, with all its imperialism; has set free
hundreds of millions of people in Asia and
Africa, whereas the former have started subju-
gating their neighbours while warning the whole
world against the nefarious designs of the west-
ern powers. It is not a difference of degree that
we are up against. It is a difference in kind.

The Punjab Akali Assembly Party has done
a service to the country by summarising its
grievance against the Union Government in the
matter of the charge sheet against Chief Minister
Bansilal of Haryana. It has charged the Central
Government with adopting double standards in
dealing with allegations of corruption and mis-
use of power against ministers —- one for Con-
gressinen and another for others. Briefing
newsmen the leader of the party, Mr. P.S. Badal,
said the recent decision on Mr. Bansilal had
made it clear that no Inquiry commission would

ver be appointed by the Centre against Con-
ministers rely criticising the Congress

ccting the demand of 120 members of
ament la large number of legislators for

erring the memorandum against Be 1 to
ion, the Party demanded that a com-

on heac iting judge of
up to examine the

Bansilal.

The Akali Party also said that, since Mrs.
had been accused in some
. the memorandum against

on Government should not
weet for examination

“sy ho were mere rub-
Pointing outmiment fof In had set out certain

1 procedures for instituting an
into allegations of corruption against

the

Jaces, the Party said that the
lied in the case of the Pratap
and Akali i Jana Sangh miinis-

(Contd. on Page 15)



WORLD ATHEIST
By

“Atheism liberates humans from all kinds
of bondage and restores the lost dignity to the
individual to stand on his feet as a free and
responsible person”, declared Gora in ing
the World Atheist Meet. He further said: “The
essense of atheism is the freedom of the indi-
vidual. Freedom releases the immense poten-
tialities of human imagination, initiative and
effort that lay suppressed under theistic faith.
The mocd of supplication and complaint, in-
herent in prayers to god and petitions to Go-
vernment has no place in atheistic way of life”.

The World Atheist Meet, first of its kind
in history, was held at the Atheist Centre, Pata-
mata, Vijayawada, India, for five days from
Dec. 22 to 26, 1972. 120 delegates and observers
from India and two from the U.S.A. attended
the conference. Many delegates from India and
abroad could not attend because of the tense
political situation around Vijayawada for a
separate statehood. Normal life was disturbed
as communications were disrupted. Many
Foreign delegates, including Mrs. Madalyn
Murray O’Hair who was to preside over the
Conference and Dr. Garry De Young from Uni-
ted States could not attend the Meet as visas
were not granted in time. It is strange and We-
plorable that Rev. Billy Graham, the evangelist
of U.S.A. was given facilities to tour even in
Nagaland in India while Mrs. Madalyn M. O'Hair
was not allowed to come to India to preside
over the World Atheist Meet, despite a cable-
gram of request from the convener, Gora, to the
Indian Embassy in Washington D.C.,

In this historic Conference many Atheists,
rationalists, humanists, free thinkers and secu-
jJarists belonging to different walks of life assem-
bled together. Among those were well known
social workers, doctors, civil servants, lawyers,
university professors and veterans of the free-
dom struggle of India. They belong to different
age groups and represent a cross section of the
country.

Beautiful shade of green trees and the
community life of Atheist Centre created conge-
nial atmosphere for the Conference. Al the
delegates stayed in the thatched huts named as
“Bradlaugh” ‘Charvaka’ ‘Nasthik’ and ‘Atheist’.
Young atheist volunteers, mostly teenage boys
and girls — looked after the arrangements of
the Conference.

The Conference had two sessions a day —
9 am. to 12 noon and 3 to 5 p.m., Rest of the
time was left for informal discussions to share
their experiences in atheist way of life. Dele-
gates wore a badge, “I AM AN ATHEIST”. The
others were ‘observers’ without the right to

MEET-A REPORT
G. Vijayam

participate in deliberations. Discussions in the
Conference reflected maturity of understanding
and eagerness to take up positive programmes
to propagate atheism. Their mood reflected
the conviction that each individual has to take
up a programme depending upon his or her
ability and opportunity, and these individuals
contribute to the co of the
atheist movement.

MESSAGES :
In the inaugural session of the Conference,

Mr. Lavanam welcomed the delegates and con~-
veyed the fraternal greetings of the Atheist,
Humanist and Rationalist Associations from
different parts of the world.

Nigel Sinnought, editor of The Free Thinker,
the oldest atheist weekly in the world, felt
happy “to see that India has been chosen for the
‘irst World Atheist Conference” and wished

for many more of such in different parts of the
world.

Khorean Arisian of New York Society for
Ethical Culture, in his greetings to Gora said:
“My good wishes for straight talk, ethical con-
cern and significant fellowship. Your vigorous
spirit is a great inspiration for those that have
come in contact with it”.

Atheist Society of Australia, Haymarket,
NSW, in a message said: “We believe it essen:
tial to adhere firmly to forth-right atheism,
without compromise either with religion or
with evasive secular philosophies that will not
take a firm stand”,

Mr. Abdul Hasant, Convener of the Huma-
nist Association of Bangla Desh, said: “We con-
gratulate all of you upon your intellectual
courage in not hiding behind such covers as
Secularism, Humanism, Rationalism or Free
Thinking. In our opinion too, religions are pious
fabrications of imaginary pudding and poison”.

James Hervery Johnson, President, The
American Association for the Advancement of
Atheism, San Diego, California, USA, in frater-
nal greetings said: “Human happiness and pro-
gress can never move forward until we have
abolished superstition of all kinds. Tt is t
greatest work in the world. While mien 8
flown to the moon, the great masses of mankind
are chained to the superstitions of thousands of
years ago, and all of us must suffer. man
progress will leap ahead 2000 or more years
when we can abolish this slavery to the stone
brains of ancient times”.

Christopher Macy, Editor, New Humanist,
London in a message said: “I send you my very

11 February 1, 1973
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scope for the develop al
ship in the context of materialism. The dictator
ship is realistic and it establishes social and
economic equality among people. Nevertheless
it curbs the freedom of individual.

Atheist form of government is necessarily
a democracy, since atheists brook no dictator-
ship, spiritual or materialistic. Atheists are real
democrats who control their representatives and
work for economic and social equality through
legislation.

Scientists and Superstitions :

As atheism it not adopted wholly even
scientists are not free of superstitions. Astro-
nauts who could land on the moon as a result
of amazing advances in technology, prayed to
god for the succéss of their project. Several
savents are known to be eminently scientific
laboratories but conventionally superstitious in
their personal life. So dishonest theists and
greedy politicians easily use their talents ofr
prosecuting wars and establishing dictatorships.
Science is essentially atheistic. But without the
avowed adoption of atheism, scientific progress
is liable to be misused.

Atheism is the Alternative:

Gora saressed that for all round develop-
ment of personality of individual atheism is
the only alternative.

Referring to various efforts in this direction,
Gora said: In the climate of theistic superstition
staiwards like Charvaka and Charles Bradlaugh
poidly took up the label of atheism. Of late
humnst, rationalist secular, free thought, free
thinker groups want to steer clear of capitalism
on one side and dictatorship on the other and
uphold the dignity of human being. The peace
groups, War. Resisters’ International, Women’s
Liberation Movement and many other organi-
zations are working vigorously in their own
spheres to oppose the indignity of human be-
ings. The International Humanist and Ethical
Union with Head quarters at Utrecht in Holland,
has international contacts to promote rationalist
humanist outlook. Yet above mentioned organi-
zations do not chose to take up the label of
atheism, principally on emotional grounds.
Owing to long propaganda in the past ages,
vested in terests in inequality “have slandered

sm. So the label of atheism is not very
« to them. Vet, persons like Mrs. Mada-

ry / ay O'Hair, and Dr. Garry De Young
in the USA find meaning in openly declaring
themselves as atheists. In Australia some mem-
bers of the Rationalist Association of
themselves into Atheist Association two
ago. In India Atheist Centre has been fumction-
ing since 1940. And similar organizations have
been coming up particularly Atheist Associa-
tion of India at Visakhapatnam.

Programme of action is essential:

The World Atheist Meet was convened with
a view to co-ordinate the activities of individuals
and associations in the promotion of the free-
dom of individual and eugqality in social, eco-
nomic and political relations. Gora said, “While
those of us, who assembled here feel that the
label of atheism is useful for releasing humans
from political economic and social oppression,
have respect ofr other labels too with similar
programmes”.

Atheism aim at a new civilization in which
man feels the master of his government, as the
maker of his customs and the author of natural
laws and feels free to rearrange his systems so
as to achieve his desired end to live in happi-
ness. The basis for atheism is morality. The
freedom of individual in social relations is moral
freedom. Truthfulness, integrity are social nece-
ssities The sense of morality appreciates the
need for equality. Atheists work for equality in
all spheres of life cutting across all sectarian
feelings and project the means to achieve full
development of the personality of individual.

Atheist who feeel free and moral take upon
themselves the solution of their problems. Be-
ing free they have none to complain against.
They have no understand the circumsances
with an open mind every time and plan the
method of achievement. Unlike theism which
preached the botherhood of man through father-
hood of god, atheism champions the supremacy
of man and his capacity to change all social,
economic and political institutions. Theism was
a stumbling block in awakening the common
man as it stressed on the dependence of man on
super-natural powers and preached the fate
theory to distract the attention of the people
from real problems in the world.

Gora said that theism was responsible for
maintaining status quo in society and to keep
man unequal and lathergetic. Theism is afrait
of revolutions. Gera stressed that those days of
arm chaired philosophy of atheism have gone.
He declared, “Now atheism means militant
revolution”.

DISCUSSIONS IN THE CONFERENCE:
Civil Servanta retired

from Poona, ‘the need of
establishin rational ‘religion’.”

i but in some
in a positiv

negative language of
and that’ is not con-

detail the belief sy
and precise manner.

along with stating phil
fhouldcode of moral condu also be ne

M.S. Kirloskar Dharwar,
read a paper on “A comparative study of terms
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analogous to atheism’. He analysed the terms
of free thought, rationalism, separatism, secular-
ism, humanism, agnosticism and materialism.

MM. Prabha, Chairman Rationalist Association
of Kerala and President Mixed Marriage Asso-
ciation, presented a paper on the Lekavatas, the
first atheists in ancient India. He said that due
to religious intolerance and fanatism of Hindus,
the Lekayata Literature was completely destroy-
ed and one has to reconstruct the story of

yatas hy looking at the intensity of critic-
ism:to which they were subjected to by the
theistic writers in those days.

K. Vasudeva Rao, an young man from
Vijayawada, read a paper on ‘Ethics and Morality
of Life’. He said that man should be given his
due place in a society.

The speech of Dr. Garry De Young, Chancel-
lor, Minnesota Institute of Philosophy, St. Paul,
USA, was read by Edwin Lindeen, another
delegate from United States. Sending the frat-
ermnal greetings of the atheists of America to
the community of world atheists, Dr. Young
said: “As Atheists we must lead. Our lot is to
he in the midst of the fray. We must nurture
our education, our intelligence and our achieve-
ments”.

R. Kasturi, an advocate from Tamil Nadu,
explained the significance of Periar E. V. Rama-
swami Naiker’s crusade against god. EB. V.
Ramaswami Naiker, Now 94, still in good health,
dedicated all his life for fighting religious
fanaticism and caste discriminations. He has
been the moving spirit behind the modern
Subba Reddi, Kurnocl, V. Nageswar, yderabad,
S. Hazarat Al, Nagarjuna Sagar, Lavanam and
Vijavam of Atheist Centre.

Representatives of the Atheist and Rationalist
Associations made brief presentations in the
Conference about their activities.

Tn the five-day deliberations of the Confer-
ence many delegates expressed their views freely
on iverse asnects of atheism. Time was allot-
ted for all delegates te participate in the discus-
gions. Some of the active participants include

ti Shanker, Secretarv, Indian Rationalist
on, Prof. T. Venugopala Rao and Jaya-

i and Secretary of the Atheist
E. P. Menon, Bangalore, P. H.

painam. P. L. Subramanyam,
Rarmachandrapuram, P. A. Kumar. Mysore, M.V.
rationalist activities in Tamil Nadu.

&

ATHEISM “MY TASK”:

Fach individual delegate of the Conference
expressed freely what he or she would do as the
minimum programme for the propagation of
atheism. Keeping in view their responsibilities
and limitations in “My Task” deleyates stated
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Individual
al pro-

their individual action programmes.
commitment enables to formulate ge
grammes on its basis and facilitates fective
implementation of the same. Individual com-
mitment and action would result in collective
achievement to atheism. In “My Task” delegates
stated diverse programmes which include eradi-
cation of superstitions, opposition to communal
and religious fanaticism, working for secularism,
removal of caste and religious symbols such as
tilak, mangalasutra, bangles, rings by women;
dropping of surnames which denote caste; pro-
motion of inter-caste and inter-religious mar-
riages and inter-dinning; exposing religious
myths and miracles; struggle for partyless and
pompless democracy; fight for economic and
political equality; working for integrated neigh-
bourhoods of untouchables and so-called upper
castes in India and of Negroes and Writes in the
West; producing atheist literature and financial
support for atheist activities. It was felt that
no programme of action was small, if it was
undertaken withdevotion and sincerity. It pro-
vides necessary training and experience to move
towards Other programmes of action step by step.

EXHIBITION OF ATHEIST. LITRATURE :
In connection with the Conference an exhi-

bition of Atheist Literature from different
corners of the globe was arranged. Books and
periodicals, in European and Indian Languages
were prominently displayed. Exhibits included
press clippings and photes which narrated the
story of Atheist movements in India and abroad.

While opening the exhibition, Mr. S. Bede-
kar said that such exhibitions of the recordings
of the atheist activities would help people io
remove the misunderstanding they entertain
regarding aheism, Ve said the books, magazines
and news paper clippings fell the history, and
philoso} of atheism and ably dipict the activi-
ties of atheists distributed all over the world.

POSITIVE ATHEISM RELEASED:

One of the important events of this his
Meet was the release of Gora’s book, Positive
Atheism. The book reflects Gora’s practice of
his principles, struggles and achievements in
the march towards social change. Mr, R. Kas-
turi, a well known follov of Periar ELV.

wami WNaiker, rel g the book said,
nields an indefatigable pen in the cause

of Atheism. His writings and examplary be-
haviour had establishe ism as an philo-
$ for the emerging new man”.

COMMITTEE TO COORDINATE ATHEIST
ACTIVITIES:

The conference authorised Gora to or
an. International Co-ordinating Co j
Atheist Activities. The need to organise conti-
nental conference of Atheists’ in Muro
yica and Australia was felt to ensure
participation of Atheists.
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To Co-ordinate the A
in India, a Committee was organisell, Lavanam
of the Atheist Centre, Vijayawada is the conve-
ner, Other members: ‘Gora, S. K. Bedekar, M.
Prabha R. Kasturi, Prof. T. Venugopala Rao,
P. H. Gupta, G. N. Jyoti Shankar, P. L. Subrah-
manyan, and Hazarat Ali.

A regional commitiee was also organised
for Andhra Pradesh.

The Conference welcomed the emergence of
Atheist Associations all over the world.

CONCLUDING SESSION:

In the concluding session the delegates ex-
wroceacl their confidence at spread f ispressed their confidence that spread of atheism
is inevitable for the survival of human race as
equals. Dawn of science and growth of educa-
tion, spread of communications and the ques-
tioning spirit inherent in humans bound to
change the course of civilization towards social,
political and economce equalities. Theism which
has perpetuated and justified inequalities in the
name of god, fate and rebirth and made people
slaves is bound to fade away. Unjust social
systems which kept elive untouchability and
apertheid would disintigrate when men ant
women feel that they are equals, and that they
are the masters of their institutions. Atheism
freed people from all fetters and inhibitions
which have been nurtured in the name of god.
Atheism restores the dignity and respect to all
human beings as equal partners in life by ma-
king morality and ethics as basis for society.
Atheism aims at a society of equals — none
high, none low. Poverty, wars and ignorance
which are hitherto justified in the none of
divine sanition, will be taikled on realistis
grounds and their causes will be eliminated.
Reason and responsibility are the master-keyes
of atheistic revolution in the modern world.

At the end, proposing a vote of thanks, Mr.
Lavanam, stressed the need to co-ordinate the
activities of atheists all over the world. He said,
“Inspie of national differences, the basis for
atheist activity is the same all over the world.
Any compromise with traditional systems may
facilitate the speedy spread of atheism in the
begining, but in the long run it will prove detri-
mental to the very cause. We can work together
with any one on minimum programmes lock
at the commonness in the programmes, but one
should not compromise in fundamentals. We
should remernber that atheisrn does not mean
mere negation of god, but it is positive and a
way of life. Spread of rationalist outiock and
scientific advancement quicken the pace towards
an atheist way of lHfe.”

s immemorial the word ‘Atheism’From tim

‘ealed to the world that ¢
is not or cruelty or immoral

in reality atheism means equ freedom and
democracy and it is a positive alternative to the
present corrupt social, political and economic
system based on decaying theistic civilization.

Delegates left with hope and trust that
will not take too long for them to meet in the
next World Atheist Meet.

(Contd. from Page 10)

changed. In

their cases no subcommittee of central ministers
was appointed to go into the allegations. In brief

be sauce for the gander and there should be no
difference between Congressmen ahd non-Con-
gressmen so far as the meting out of justice is
concerned. But that would make the Congress
Government very unpopular among Congressmen.
For, what are they there for, if not for the loaves
and fishes of office ?

The disturbances in Andhra Desh over split-
ting the state have demolished the myth of Mrs.
Gandhi’s popularity in the country as well as
of her sway over Congressmen. The manner
m which her partymen have deserted her on
an issue which should not have so inflamed the
people has been a revelation to even the know-
jedgeable in the North. It seems there is none
now in that state to do her reverence, besides
those who stand to benefit, like the Chief Minis-
ter, from the acceptance of her Malki formula.

there has fallenTruly the Congress house
like a house of cards. The more the need of lead.
ers of other parties behaving with circum-

ds by inter-
rar“India First

spection and not playing into her han

party warfare. Balraj Madhok’s
platform provides a place for all anti-Commu-

ignore asnist

of little significance. This
FuEstes

parties which they should not
no time for mutual

solidly

the

all

ists almostbickerings, with the Cc

behind her. Prestige should
ray of leaders of parties

ta the elbow of Balraj Madhok who
ever been rising above the communal politics of
the Jana Sangh. Answering a question the other
day at Bhopal he declared that there was “no

over the Janay

not stand in

wishingother

direct domination” of the RSS
ch is indeed trae with ail its impli-

cations.
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ANATOMY OF PRICE SPIRAL
By I. Satya Sundaram

(Contd. from Previous Issue)

conditions in several states following failure of
monsoons. In view of the deteriorating econo-
mic climate, it has been estimated that deficit
financing in the current year would be Rs 900

and Rs. 380 crores in 1971-72. If money supply
is stepped up like this without an appreciable
increase in the production of essential goods,
prices cannot but move upward.

Of late the country has witnessed good or
at least satisfactory harvests. Still, the general
price level has gone up by 3.7 per cent in 1969-
70, by 5.5 per cent in 1970-71, and by 4 per cent
in 1971-72. It is strange to note that the record
production of foodgrains (108 million tons) in
1971-72 had made no impact on the inflationary
spiral,

The economic climate not being congenial,
actual investment in developmental programmes
had consistently fallen short of the targets set
in the budget .... by Rs 236 crores in 1969-70
anti Rs 160 crores in 1970-71. Inadequate public
investment has left many capital goods indus-
tries short of orders. Industrial growth may
turn to be only about 3 per cent in 1971-72. The
industrial economy is in the grip of a vicious
circle of low demand, low production, high
costs and low investment. Any talk to hold the
price line is a myth until and unless the Govern-
ment steps up production im agricultural anti
industrial sectors.

Reports of drought in several parts of the
country had their own effect in pushing up
prices. Floods and droughts destroyed crops on
a large scale every year in one part of the coun-

or another. This let to shortage in output of
foadgrains which in turn led to price rise. The

ition to soaring prices partly lies in initiat-
¢ measures to combat drought and floods

effectively.
Though the Government is aware of the

galloping growth in black money, very little
has heen done to arrest its proliferation. It is an
open secret that people with black money often.
indulge in conspicuous consumption and waste.
fui e nditure, traditional and non-traditional,
which inevitably lead to spiralling prices. The
problem of price rise could not be tackled satis-
factorily so long as the government allows
black money to grow.

Ministers should not only advise consumers
to consume less, but also do something about

#the “parallel economy” being run by the black-
marketeers and hoartlers. What is deplorable
complete lack of coordination between produc-
tion and distribution. It looks as if the state
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monopoly of wholesale trade in foodgrains,
pulses, sugar, edible oils and cheap cloth is the
onty solution to the problem of inflation. One
wonders why banks were allowed to make
Santastic advances” to foodgrain dealers who
are indulging in speculation, taking advantage
of the drought conditions. The Food Corporation
of India has failed to perform its primary func-
tion of controlling prices of foodgrains.

Strangely enough, the slogan of a fair deal
to the consumer is confined to only major towns,
while most people in our country live in villages.
The number of fair price shops should be in-
creased, more especially in our rural areas, The
Centre is seriously thinking of evolving a distri-
bution system (in the public sector) which
provides a link between the producers and con-~
sumers so that minimum supplies of essential
articles can be ensured to weaker sections.
Statutory controls over prices have failed to
deliver the goods.

There is a plea for wage stabilisation along-
side price stabilisation. While wages were high
in some sectors, they are totally unrelated to
rising cost of living im other sectors. Everything
possible must be done to hold in check wages
and incomes and stop the chain reaction bet-
ween inflation and costs.

The Government should divert investment
from the production of non-essential goods to
essential goods and streamline. the administra-
tion of agencies that distribute consumer goods
to the public. There is a suggestion that indu-
stries producing essential consumer goods
should be completely taken out of the private
sector, and distribution of essential consumer
goods should be taken up by the Government.

A pragmatic policy to arrest the infla-
tionary trends in the economy should aim (a)
to maximise production, especially that of con-
sumer goods, {b) to encourage savings and
investment; (c) to curb conspicuous consump-~
tion: (d) to reduce unproductive public expen-
diture; (e) to unearth and arrest proliferation
of black money and (f} to link productivity and
wages, This no doubt requires political courage
and economic statesmanship. But, these are not
wanting in our Prime Minister. The Government
should carefully study the root cause of the
problem of soaring prices and take practical
steps to put the economy on 4 sound footing.
Unless the problem of chronic inflation is tack-
led on a war-footing, it is not possible to keep
the economy as well as the common man out
of the woods.



THE POPULATION QUESTION
By

We, the people, founded the United States
of America on the principle of limited govern-
ment.

Now, the government is proposing to ope-
rate on the basis of a new principle: limited
people.

The need for this complete inversion in the
relationship between the American people and
their government has been heralded by a
seemingly endless outpouring of population-
control propaganda and other “pepullution” pap.
Yet, the case for population control remains un-
made, Consider these facts:

1) Population growth in the United States
is not a problem. The more hysterical PrOpo-
nents jot population control like to draw “run-
away” population growth curves that go practi-
cally straight up. However, in the real world,
population growth follows an. “S” rather than

#” curve.
We are nearing the end of this “S” curve

which represents the demographic transition:
Consequently, our population growth is now
slowing down and in the future will begin to
level out, causing a number of noted demogra-
phers to bail cut of their exponentially rising
projections.

The most prominent example to date is
Donald J. Bogue, director of the Community
and Family Study Center at the Univers
€ iO. In if 93, Dr. Bogue was among those
shouting from the rooftops about the perils of
overpopulation. At the time, estimates of U.S.
population at the end of the century varied
from 300 to 400 million.

Teday, Dr. Bogue is predicting a U.S. popu-
lation in 2001 of about 250 million people —
only 42 million or 20 per cent more than in 1970.
Bogue further predicts that there will be no
more babies born annually in 2001 than there
are today.

The President’s National Goals Research
Staff recognized the Jack of any population
Sexplosion” in the U.S. when it stated in July,
1971, ina report entitled “Toward Balanced
Growth: Quantity with Quality’: “One decision
which appears not to be urgent is that of over-
all si ze Of the population —- even after the

s of a considerable immigration are taken
necount,”?

2) Population growth in the United States
is not a major cause Of problems. Population
growth has proved ‘to be a boon to those in
search of simple solution to complex problems.

Polluti on, crime, _ overcrowding, resource
: standards, reduced

you name ih popula ation

~
]

James A. Weber

souls, But the accusations are not supported by
the facts.

Take, for example, pollution. According to
Barry Commoner, the increase in population
since 1946 accounts for only about 12 to 20 per
cent of the ious increases in total 0.5. pollu-
iant output. From 40 to 95 an cent of these
nologies 3 ted ased output of
increases were caused by new production tech-
per cent in order to prevent the rise in pollu-
pollutants per unit of production.

Commoner points cut that it would have
been necessary to reduce 1946 population by 86 |
tion which has occurred during the past 25
years. In other words, we would have to have a
current U.S. population of 20 to 25 million peo-
ple to maintain 1946 pollution levels at today’s
level of technolegy. By contrast, a 30-per cent
reduction in the environmental impact of tech-
nology would have accomplished the same
result. The conclusion is that U.S. population
growth has only a minor effect on the intensifi-
cation of pollution. Conversely, immense reduc-
tions in population size would be required to
materially affect pollution levels.

There is at fhe same time another side to
the pollution coin, namely, that although peo-
ple account for only 12 te 20 per cent of pollu-
tion, they form 100 per cent of the productive
source of funds which must be used in the fu-
ture to reduce many types of pollution. Lake
frie, for instance, will continue to be a problem
regardless of future population trends. But it
will be a problem that can be more easily resol-
ved from a financial point of view by a growing
population.

Crowding and Crime
Another favourite “problem” of populs-

tionists is crime. A classic example of this was
a full-page advertisement in the New York
Times sponsored by a group called the Cam-
paign to Check the Population Explosion. Under
the headline "Have you ever been mugged?

ea” was a picture of a man
“Js there an answer
the ad (copy asked.

“York do,
But these

“erime increases as

Major central ei
in fact, have the |
‘ities are losing, not

we therefore conclude that
population decrea

Of cours: veney goes Up
disproportionatel g od of ulation
srowth because there are more young people
around in relation to the rest of the population.
The ad also calls attention to this fact with the
statement: “City slums — jampacked with
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em idle-breed discon-nds of thi
ction and chaos.’

de-in-cheekwi population control is
_. of, yes, an “answer” to the so-called “youth

problem.” But an answer which involves solv-
ig problems simply by eliminating people who

ave or cause the problems hardly merits seri-
ous consideration as a legitimate solution.
Fepulation Density

What about overcrowding?
square mile, the United States is one of the

At 55 persons

least densely populated countries in the world.
Holland, for example, has J75 persons per
square mile; England, 588; Switzerland, 382.

Overcrowding in the U.S. is a function of
ation distribution, not population size, And

pie congregate, Le., overcrowd, in metropoli-
tan areas for their mutual advantage. This is
what metropolitan areas are all about.

But even in these areas population density
is decreasing with the continuing exodus of
people from central cities to suburbs. This de-
centralization was initially made possible by
improvements in transportation. It is now be-
ing further hastened by revolutionary improve-
ments in electronic communications which are
rapidly minimizing the need for centralized
paper-shufiling and face-o-face contacts.

Nobody anticipates that the United States
will run out of resources in the next 50 years
due to population growth. Beyond that, it is
difficult to speculate or, to put it another way,
it is only possible to speculate because we are
not sure of the full extent of existing resources
ar what new resources may be developed. Fur-
thermore, many resources now being consumed
and discarded will increasingly he reused in the
future should prices rise due to growing scar-
cities and the addition of pollution charges to
processing costs.

Meanwhile, those whe weep because Ame-
s constitute only 6 per cent of the world’s

mulation but consume 40 per cent of the
world’s annual resource output should dry their
eves. Economies of underdeveloped countries

ound the world are dependent for their survi-
on the income derived from this consump-

_ Betluce or eliminate it and we will really
d out what problems are like.

It is a rote assertion of populationists that
ner capita income will not keep pace, Le. we
will be forced to accept lower living standards,
as ponulation increases. There is, of course no-
thing in our previous economic history to indi-
cate that increases in per capita income cannot
proceed side-by-side with ponulation growth;
the exact opposite is the case. Nor is there any-

g¢ in our present circumstances to support
this supposition or its converse that per capita
income will jinerease as nopulation growth
decreases, eg., West Virginia whose population
is declining is not noted for pooming per capita

1
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iImcome.

Per capita income is a function of produc-
tivity as well as population. A growing popula-
tion makes possible improvements in produc-
tivity which are more than a match for popu-
jation growth, thus resulting in increasing per
capita income.

*Pyblic Sector” Problems
Tt is also said by population control promo-

ters that growing population will outstrip the
capabilities of deral, state and jocal govern-

services to the people. But, if
this is really the case, it can be more readily
taken as a mandate for more efficient govern-
mental operation and greater concentration on
the provision jal governmental services
rather than a rationale for population reduction.
The idea of eliminating people to make things
easier for government is a rather grotesque
perversion of the American political promise.

The lack of any major cause-and-effect
relationship between population growth and
the problems it supposedly causes prompted
Conrad Taeuber, associate director of the U.S.
Census, to observe: “Our population problem is
one of tackling the agenda for improvement of
our total environment. A lowered rate of popu-
Jation growth may facilitate the tackling of
those tasks — but it would be only one small
element in the programs which need to be deve-
loped.”

3) Population control in the United States
will net solve any problems. The purpose of

Hation control ig to reduce popula
growth. But population growth is not a major
eause of any problems. Therefore. reducing
population growth throu hy population control
will not solve any problems.

of essent

p

This is another way of saying that it is
simplistic nonsense to suggest, as the report of
The Commission on Population Growth and the
American Future does, that increases in the
“quality of life? — the Cormmission’s favotrite
“haze” phrase ~~ can he achieved through de-
creases in the quantitv of people. There is no
automatic, inverse relationship between people
quality and people quantity.

it is true. of course, that wherever there
are peovle there are problems. But this is a
description of the human condition, not a pre-
scription for population control.

ordered so-
than they

life
ynore problems
souree of increasing

In a creative, fre
ciety, people solve
make. This is the
quality.

Tt is unlimited government. of the type re-
quired to achieve the stated goals of ponulation
control that makes more problems than it solves.

—Freeman
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Have you tried the Cow Brand flour manufactured by the Duncan
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